Telegraf

Call Signal HMQW

Flag NOR

Ship type Dampskip, hvalkokeri, tre skrog steam ship, whale processing factory, wooden hull

Year Built 1900/09

Shipyard Skipsbyggermester Erik K. Lindstels Verft, Senderled, Risgr, Norge

Tonnage 1.035 tdw, 733 brt, 440 nrt

Size L:173,5 - B: 32,1’ - D: 15,5

T 1 stempel dampmaskin (steam reciprocating), triple exp. 3-sylinder. 460 IHK (79 NHK). Bygget ved Akers
mek. Verksted, Kristiania (Oslo)

Crew pers,

Manager Aktieselskapet @rnen (Chr. Christensen), Sandefjord

Owner A/S D/S Telegraf (Karsten Grgn), Sandefjord




History in Norwegian

1900 Bygget som dampskip TELEGRAF ved Lindstels Verft, Risgr for A/S D/S Telegraf (P. A. Gregn), Sandefjord. Skipets skrog
var av tre, og skipet ble levert i september samme ar. 1903 Innleid av det nystartede A/S @rnen (Chr. Christensen), Sandefjord
som ville prgve et dampskip som flytende kokeri pa Finnmark kysten og ved Svalbard. Leien var satt til 4.000 kroner pr. maned
med et tillegg av 500 kroner om det ble bedre resultat enn 1500 fat hvalolje. Ved Framnaes mek. Vaerksted ble skipet innredet
som et primitivt kokeri. For Christensen var dette et eksperiment. Fangstbestyrer for ekspedisjonen var Alex Lange. Den 14 mai
1903 kom DS TELEGRAF fram til Hammerfest og fangsten kunne starte. Det var svaert mye is i 1903, det skapte store
problemer for fangsten. Man forsgkte fangst ved Bjgrngya, men det var ingen anvendelig havn der, som ga tilstrekkelig smult
vann til utenbords flensing. Flensing og koking lykkedes bare delvis og til slutt matte man sette kursen mot Inge pa Finnmark-
kysten igjen. Med syv blahval pa slep. Underveis blir man overrasket av orkan, og med bare tre hval i behold nar man Inge
12/06-1903. Bestyrer Alex. Lange skriver et fortvilet telegram til Chr. Christensen: “Jeg har alderig i mit liv havt det saa
uhyggeligt og utriveligt samt saa fuldt op af modgang som her om bord i TELEGRAF”. Karakteristiskt nok kommer svaret fra
rederen: “P&’n igjen — Christensen”. Den darlige kokekapasiteten til DS TELEGRAF var en annen arsak til det relativt svake
resultatet. Ekspedisjonen fanget 57 hval, hvorav 45 blahval, noe som ga 1.960 fat. Av dette ble 1.718 fat kokt ut under kysten av
Svalbard. Erfaringen var at DS TELEGRAF var for liten. Dette resulterte i at DS ADMIRALEN ble innkjept og ombygget til kokeri
og tok over som kokeri i 1904 og 1905 rundt Spitsbergen. 1915 | februar selges TELEGRAF til A/S D/S Telegraf (Christensen &
Stenseth), Sandefjord. 1916 Solgt til Chr. Christensens D/S A/S (Chr. Christensen jr.), Sandefjord 07/03-1916. Solgt videre til
D/S A/S Corona (H. M. Wrangell & Co. A/S), Haugesund 31/07-1916 1917 Grunnstette og sank 26/11-1917 under en reise med
kull mellom Sunderland og Rouen, Frankrike. Det var et vrak man stette pa.

History

1900 Built as steam ship TELEGRAF by Lindstals Verft, Riser for A/S D/S Telegraf (P. A. Gren), Sandefjord. The ship was built
with wooden hull, and delivered to her owners the same year. 1903 Hired by the newly established company A/S @rnen (Chr.
Christensen), Sandefjord wanting to test out whaling by means of steam ship as a floating cookery on the coast of Finnmark and
the coast of Svalbard. The rent was set to NOK 4.000 pr. month with a additional NOK 500 if the result exceeded 1500 bbls
whale oil. At the yard Framnaes mek. Veerksted, Sandefjord she was prepared for whaling. This was Chr. Christensen first
attempt of whaling on a floating factory. Manager for the expedition was Mr Alex. Lange. On 14/05-1903 came DS TELEGRAF to
Hammerfest and the whale hunt could start. It was much ice in 1903, this created huges problem for the expedition. A new
attempt was catching round the island of Bjerngya, but as there is no safe harbour on the island, giving sufficient calm sea for
outboard flensing. Flensing and cooking was no success and ended up with return to Inge on the coast of Finnmark. With seven
bluewhale on tow she went into stormy weather. With only three whales left she arrived Inge on 12/06-1903. The manager, Mr
Alex. Lange wrote a fortvilet telegram to the owner, Mr Chr. Christensen: “| have never in my life experienced such a discomfort,
unpleasant situation and hardship as on board TELEGRAF”. In a caracteristic reply Mr. Christensen answered with: “Go on! —
Christensen”. The lilited cocking capasity was also a reason for the relatively bad result. The total catch of the expedition was 57
whales whereof 45 blue whales, giving some 1.960 barrels. About 1.718 barrels of this was produced on the coast of Svalbard.
The experience was that the steam ship TELEGRAF was far too small for the task. As a result the steam ship GIBRALTAR was
purchased, and re-constructed to a floatig whaling factory and named ADMIRALEN. She started her whaling round Spitsbergen
in 1904 and 1905. 1915 In February the TELEGRAF was sold to A/S D/S Telegraf (Christensen & Stenseth), Sandefjord. 1916
Sold to Chr. Christensen’s D/S A/S (Chr. Christensen jr.), Sandefjord on 07/03-1916. Sold further to D/S A/S Corona (H. M.
Wrangell & Co. A/S), Haugesund on 31/07-1916 1917 Grounded and sank on 26/11-1917 during a voyage between Sunderland
and Rouen, France with a load of coal. She had accidentally hit a wreck.
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